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Main Idea
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     What is a paragraph? A paragraph is a series of sentences in a special order. These sentences work together to develop a single idea. All the sentences in a paragraph must relate to the main idea.

Directions: Cross out the idea in each list that does not relate to the main idea. The main idea is underlined.

1. inside my house
2. colors
3. countries

kitchen
bird
Canada


football field
red
Mexico


bedroom
yellow
United States


bathroom
blue
France


living room
green
basketball

4. homework
5. tools
6. food


books
screwdriver
candle


pencil
diving board
beans


eraser
hammer
spinach


ice cream
saw
tomato


paper
wrench
corn

7. sports
8. animals
9. instruments


basketball
child
piano


baseball
dog
record player


soccer
cat
violin


tennis
horse
drums


scissors
cow
trumpet

Stick to the Main Idea!
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Directions: Cross out the sentence below that does not belong in the paragraph. Remember, all the sentences in a paragraph must relate to the main idea.

     There are many types of animals in the forest. If you are very quiet in the morning, you may see a deer. Squirrels are running about all day long. Raccoons are the thieves of the forest, collecting bits of shiny metal to take home. My poodle's name is Pierre. My favorite forest animal is a rabbit, except when he is in my garden. 

Topic Sentence
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     One of the sentences in a paragraph gives the main idea of the paragraph. This sentence is called a topic sentence. The topic sentence is usually the first sentence in a paragraph. It tells the reader (and the writer) what the paragraph is going to be about.

Directions: Circle the topic sentence in this paragraph.

     Trees give us many things. They shade us on hot days. Their wood helps to build our homes. Their leaves give oxygen to the air to help us breathe. They are beautiful to look at, too.

Directions: Create a topic sentence for each main idea below. The first one is done for you.
1. Dancing:

Dancing is a great way to exercise!

2. A dictionary:

3. Tennis shoes:

4. A zebra:

5. Bubble gum:

6. Winter:

7. Your grandmother or grandfather:
Relate!
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     When you write a paragraph, all ideas in the paragraph must be related to the topic sentence.

Directions: Cross out the idea in each list that is not related to the main idea. The main idea is underlined. Then write an interesting topic sentence for each idea list.

1. vacation:   beach – mountains – Hawaii – pencil sharpener – amusement park

2. training for athletes:  enough sleep – practice – proper food – exercise – playing cards

3. ways to earn money:  mow lawns – deliver papers –  baby-sit – wash cars – borrow money from a friend

4. what to do when you are sick:  jog ten miles – read – sleep – listen to music – write a letter

5. getting ready for school:  eat breakfast – comb hair – dress – go back to bed – find school books

Building Blocks
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     The main idea for every paragraph should be in the topic sentence. A good topic sentence will make a good foundation to build a paragraph on.

Directions: Here are some lists of “building blocks” for a topic sentence. Look carefully at each list. Can you build a good foundation for the blocks by writing a good topic sentence?

List # 1


Car
Topic sentence:

motorcycle


bicycle


truck
List # 2


Square
Topic sentence:

circle


heart


star

List # 3


Radio
Topic sentence:

stereo


computer


television
Unscramble

Directions: There are three lists of paragraph building blocks that have been scrambled on this page. Can you arrange the lists by main ideas? Then write a topic sentence for each list.

spring
summer
pig


rose
daisy
fall


horse
cow
tulip


lily
winter
chicken

List  1

_________
Topic sentence:
_________

_________
_________
List  2

_________
Topic sentence:
_________

_________

_________

List  3

_________
Topic sentence:
_________

_________

_________

What's Your Topic?


Directions: Write topic sentences for each paragraph below.

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
     There are lions and tigers in outdoor pens. Wild birds are flying in large, tree-filled cages. Also, a visitor at the zoos can see snakes and reptiles of many different sizes. But my favorite thing to see at the zoo is the monkey who swings on a trapeze in a cage by the popcorn stand.

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
     First you must listen carefully in class. Next, you must study for your tests and quizzes. Finally, you must do all the homework the teacher assigns. If you follow these steps, good grades will be yours!

     It starts slowly and then destroys everything in its way. It can ruin homes and land. It can kill people and animals. So before you strike a match, remember how dangerous fire can be.

Check your paragraphs. Do all of your topic sentences make sense in the paragraph? Do all the sentences relate to each topic sentence?

Connect!

Sentences in paragraphs need to make sense with each other. They need to be connected. The words that help connect ideas between sentences are called transitions. These transitions make your writing easier to understand.

Directions: Use the transitions in the parentheses to connect the scrambled sentences below. Write the new sentences in paragraph form. Be sure to make sense with your sentences! The first one is started for you.
1. 

I'll eat a salad.


I feel like eating a hot, cheesy pizza.


I need to lose ten pounds.
(however, so, today)


Today I feel like eating a hot, cheesy pizza.


However, ________________________________________________,


so ________________________________________________________.

2. 

She made me do my homework.


My mother rushed in and unplugged my stereo.


I was enjoying music in my room.
(suddenly, after that)
3. 

I sprinkle everything with nuts.


I pour fudge or strawberry sauce over the scoops.


I love to make ice cream sundaes.


I scoop ice cream into bowls.
(first, then, finally)

Keep In Time


When you write about something that happened to you or something you do, it must be in the right time order. Write your paragraphs logically, in the order that things happened.

Directions: Mark these lists from first (1) to last (5) in time order. The first one is done for you.

1)
 _2   eat breakfast
2)  ___ bait a hook
3)  ___ mail a letter


 1_ get up
___ clean a fish
___ put letter in envelope


 5_ go to school
___ eat a fish
___ write letter


 4_ leave home
___ catch a fish
___ wait for answer


 3_ brush teeth
___  cook a fish
___ seal letter

4)
___ slap your arm
5)  ___ buy popcorn
6)  ___ wrap a gift


___ see a mosquito
___ leave theater
___ buy a gift


___ feel a bite
___ stand in line
___ give a gift


___ hear a buzz
___ buy a ticket 
___ select a gift


___ see a bump
___ watch a movie
___ invited to a movie

Directions: Choose one of the lists above and make it into a paragraph in the space below. Be sure to write a good topic sentence!
Scrambled Paragraphs


Directions: Can you arrange these scrambled paragraphs into the correct order? Remember to look at transition words!

Next, I go to physical education.

Finally, I have art and music.

Second, I have math.

My school day starts with reading and writing.

Fourth, I study science and health.

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Then she opened the front door.

Chris was going to go hiking on Saturday.

It was raining.

She got dressed and packed her lunch.

Chris decided to read a book instead.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Step by Step

Directions: Give three reasons that support your topic sentence. Be sure to use complete sentences.


I would like to lose my big toe or three reasons. The first reason is
________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________. Another reason is__________
_____________________________Finally, if I lost my big toe,_____________________

__________________________________________________I want to keep my big toe!
Directions: Try another one!


I should receive an “A” on this homework assignment for three reasons.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Add the Middle!

Directions: Complete these paragraphs. Be sure each sentence you add supports the topic sentence.

     Last night, space invaders landed in my backyard______________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
I was lucky to survive with my life! 

(Writing Hint: What happened? Were you scared?)

     The pet you have is the most adorable pet I have ever seen._____________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
May I take her home? 

(Writing Hint: What makes the pet adorable?)

     The party at school on Friday was the best party of the year._____________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
The thing I liked most of all was when I danced with my English teacher. 
(Writing Hint: Describe the party. Why was it the best?)
Finish These, Please!

Directions: Finish these paragraphs. Each topic sentence is written for you. Make sure all your sentences support and relate to the topic sentence. Your ending sentence should sum it all up and be interesting.

 1.    There is no reason to be bored during summer vacation.
(Give things to do and places to go.)

2.     I would make a fantastic President!
(Give reasons why you would make a fantastic President.)


3.     Allowing homework to pile up can be disastrous.
(Explain what can happen to you if you let all your homework pile up.)
Narrative

     A narrative paragraph tells a story. It explains what happens in a natural time order.

Directions: Write three narrative paragraphs. Choose one of the main ideas given or use one of your own.

1.     The first time I ever (rode a bike, cooked, baby-sat) was a total disaster. First, 

Next,
Then,
Finally,

2.      (My family, School, Money) is very important to me. In the past, 
Now,
In the future, 

3.       I had never been (happier, more embarrassed, madder) in my life!
(Remember, tell your story in time order.)

Describe!
     A descriptive paragraph is a word picture. It makes you feel as if you are there.
Directions: You are lost and alone in the forest at night. You are very frightened. Answer these questions about your fear.

	What do you see?
	What do you hear?
	What do you smell?

	eyes staring at me

	a wolf's howl
	smoke

	
	
	

	What do you touch?
	How does fear make you feel?

	A snake

	my stomach is in knots


Directions: Write a descriptive paragraph about fear. Start with the topic sentence below. Use details to describe your main idea. Use the senses and feelings listed above to help you.

     Fear is all I can feel. I am lost and alone in the forest. 

Compare and Contrast

Directions: Use comparison to develop this paragraph. Tell what things are alike and can be compared.

     My (a family member)_____________and I have several things in common. First,

We both also
A third thing we have in common is
Because we have these things in common, we have fun!


Directions: Use contrast to develop this paragraph. Tell how your ideas are different.

     My teacher and I have different ideas about the perfect student. (He or She)
thinks
I think
The only problem is _________________________gives grades!


Directions: Write an original paragraph. Use comparison or contrast to develop your paragraph.
Detail and Example

Directions: Develop this paragraph by using details. Ask yourself these questions: who, what, when, where, why and how. Be sure to use your imagination!

     Poindexter Peabody broke the world's record for eating peanut butter today.
(Tell more about him. What exactly did he do? When and where did it happen? How and why did he do it? How does it feel now? Use your imagination and have fun!)


Directions: Develop this paragraph by using examples. Please change the names to protect “innocent” teachers.

     There are many types of teachers, and our school has them all. One type of teacher

Another
There is also
Finally, 
(Give examples of four types of teachers.)
Convince Us!

Directions: Write about a food you either like or don't like. Give all the details you can to convince us why.

Example:

     I do not like zucchini. Every time I see the long, skinny vegetable, I think of the summer my mother had her prize zucchini garden. We must have had one hundred zucchini ripen each week and it seemed as if I had to eat each one. We had zucchini bread, zucchini salads, zucchini casseroles, zucchini everything. That summer I really believed that I was going to turn green. I still nearly turn green every time I see one. I do not like zucchini!

Convince us!

     I

Process

     In these paragraphs, you will explain a process. Make sure your sentences are in a natural time order. Give easy-to-follow, step-by-step directions. Use transitions to make your writing easier to understand. 

Directions: 
Explain how to wash your hair.

Explain how to make a peanut butter sandwich.

Explain how to ride a bike.

Opinion

     An opinion paragraph explains how you feel about something.

Directions: Complete this opinion paragraph.

     There are several reasons why I (like, dislike)______________school. First, 
Second, 
But the most important reason why I ______________school is
Therefore, 

Directions: Write an opinion paragraph about an important belief you have. Your opinion will be your topic sentence. Then support your belief with strong reasons, saving your most important reason for last. Finally, sum up your opinion in the last sentence.

(Some ideas for your opinion paragraph: war, allowance, homework, religion, why my birthday should be a holiday, equal rights, or any other opinion you have!)

Group Paragraph

     Students sit in five-member groups, either in rows or circles. There is to be no talking during this assignment (or looking “over the shoulder” to help!).
Step 1 -- Person 1 writes a topic sentence and passes the paper to person 2.
Step 2 -- Person 2 writes a logical second sentence and passes the paper to person 3.
Step 3 -- Person 3 writes a logical third sentence and passes the paper to person 4.
Step 4 -- Person 4 writes a logical fourth sentence and passes the paper to person 5.
Step 5 -- Person 5 writes a good concluding sentence and proofreads the entire paragraph. Person 5 then reads the paragraph to the class or brings the paragraph to the teacher for reading aloud.

Person 1 
Person 2 
Person 3 
Person 4

Person 5

