Words to Make Writing More Interesting

	Colors

	Red
	Yellow
	Brown
	Blue
	Green

	Pink
	Beige
	Sandy
	Sky
	Celery

	Salmon
	Buff
	Almond
	Sapphire
	Mint

	Rose
	Straw
	Amber
	Azure
	Apple

	Coral
	Peach
	Tawny
	Delft
	Lime

	Raspberry
	Apricot
	Hazel
	Turquoise 
	Kelly

	Strawberry
	Butter
	Cinnamon
	Aqua
	Emerald

	Crimson
	Lemon
	Nutmeg
	Aquamarine
	Olive

	Vermillion
	Topaz
	Coffee
	Peacock
	Chartreuse

	Ruby
	Saffron
	Copper
	Cobalt
	

	Cranberry
	Sulfur
	Rust
	Royal
	

	Blood
	Mustard
	Bronze
	Steel
	

	Burgundy
	Butterscotch
	Walnut
	Navy
	

	

	Black
	Grey
	White
	
	

	Jet
	Ashen
	Snow
	
	

	Ebony
	Dove
	Pearl
	
	

	Licorice
	Steel
	Milky
	
	

	Charcoal
	Platinum
	Cream
	
	

	Coal
	Putty
	Ivory
	
	

	Tar
	Silver
	oyster
	
	

	Movement

	Fast
	
	Slow

	Hurry
	Run
	
	Lumber
	Tiptoe

	Scamper
	Skip
	
	Amble
	Saunter

	Scramble
	Dart
	
	Loiter
	Stray

	Spring
	Sprint
	
	Slink
	Stalk

	Stride
	Streak
	
	Edge
	Sneak

	Trot
	Gallop
	
	Stagger
	Waddle

	Dash
	Bolt
	
	Sway
	Drift

	Rush
	Race
	
	Heave
	Stoop

	Zip
	Plummet
	
	Limp
	Lurch

	Dive
	Plunge
	
	Stroll
	Walk

	Fly
	Sail
	
	Creep
	Plod

	Hearing Words – Loud Sounds

	Crash
	Thud
	Bump
	Thump
	Boom

	Thunder
	Bang
	Smash
	Explode
	Roar

	Scream
	Screech
	Shout
	Yell
	Whistle

	Whine
	Squak
	Bark
	Bawl
	Bray

	Bluster
	Rage
	Blare
	Rumble
	Grate

	Slam
	Clap
	Stomp
	Stamp
	Jangle

	Rasp
	Clash
	Clamor
	Tumult
	Racket

	Bbedlam
	Pandemonium
	Hubbub
	Raucous
	Earsplitting

	Piercing
	Rowdy
	Smack
	Whine
	Wham

	Clatter
	Crack
	Buzz
	Thunder
	Rattle

	Hammering
	Clang
	Roar
	Cry
	Thud

	Hearing Words – Speech Sounds

	Stutter
	Stammer
	Giggle
	Guffaw
	Laugh

	Sing
	Yell
	 Scream
	Screech
	Snort

	Bellow
	Growl
	Chatter
	Murmur
	Whisper

	Talk
	Speak
	Drawl
	Twitter
	Sob

	Hearing Words – Soft Sounds

	Sigh
	Murmur
	Whisper
	Whir
	Rustle

	Twitter
	Patter
	Hum
	Mutter
	Peep

	Gurgle
	Tinkle
	Hush
	Faint
	Inaudible

	Purr
	Coo
	Gasp
	Chime
	Hiss

	Smell Words

	Sweet
	Scented
	Fragrant
	Aromatic
	Perfumed

	Heady
	Fresh
	Balmy
	Earthy
	Piney

	Odorous
	Pungent
	Spicy
	Tempting
	Savory

	Sharp
	Mildewed
	Gamy
	Fishy
	Briny

	Acid
	Acrid
	Burnt
	Gaseous
	Reeking

	Putrid
	Rotten
	Spoiled
	Sour
	Rancid

	Sickly
	Stagnant
	Moldy
	Musty
	Floral

	Touch Words

	Cool
	Cold
	Icy
	Lukewarm
	Tepid

	Warm
	Hot steamy
	Sticky
	Damp
	Wet

	Slippery
	Spongy
	Mushy
	Oily
	Waxy

	Fishy
	Rubbery
	Rough
	Crisp
	Elastic

	Leathery
	Silky
	Satiny
	Velvety
	Smooth

	Soft
	Wooly
	Furry
	Feathery
	Fuzzy

	Prickly
	Gritty
	Sandy
	Rough
	Sharp

	Thick
	Pulpy
	Dry
	Dull
	Thin

	Fragile
	Tender
	Knotty
	Shaggy
	Curly

	Wrinkled
	Fine
	Course
	Lumpy
	Slick

	Bumpy
	Scratchy
	Prickly
	
	

	Taste Words

	Oily
	Buttery
	Salty
	Bitter
	Bittersweet

	Sweet
	Hearty
	Mellow
	Sugary
	Crisp

	Ripe
	Bland
	Tasteless
	Sour
	Vinegary

	Fruity
	Tangy
	Unripe
	Raw
	Alkaline

	Medicinal
	Fishy
	Spicy
	Peppery
	Gingery

	Hot
	Burnt
	Overripe
	Spoiled
	Rotten

	Tart
	Savory
	Crunchy
	Luscious
	Insipid 

	Fresh
	Nutty
	Palatable
	Fruity
	Delicious

	Good
	Enticing
	Appetizing
	Distasteful
	Tasty

	Spoiled
	Musty
	Fermented
	
	

	Shapes

	Flat
	Round
	Domed
	Curved
	Wavy

	Scrolled
	Globular
	Rolled
	Scalloped
	Ruffled

	Frilled
	Crimped
	Crinkled
	Flared
	Oval

	Conical
	Cylindrical
	Tubular
	Hollow
	Rotund

	Chubby
	Portly
	Fat
	Swollen
	Lumpy

	Padded
	Top-heavy
	Pendulous
	Jutting
	Irregular

	Rectangular
	Hexagonal
	Octagonal
	Square
	Tapering

	Branching
	Spindly
	Skinny
	Thin
	Wiry

	Appearance

	Dotted
	Freckled
	Spotted
	Blotched
	Wrinkled

	Patterned
	Mottled
	Flowered
	Striped
	Bright

	Shiny
	Glowing
	Glossy
	Shimmering
	Fluid

	Sparkling
	Iridescent
	Glassy
	Flashy
	Glazed

	Sheer
	Transparent
	Translucent
	Opaque
	Muddy

	Grimy
	Drab
	Dingy
	Dull
	Dark

	Rotted
	Old
	Used
	Untidy
	Shabby

	Messy
	Chintzy
	Cheap
	Ugly
	Ramshackle

	Tired 
	Arid
	Exhausted
	Awkward
	Crooked

	Curved
	Orderly
	Formal
	Crisp
	Pretty

	Heavy
	Flat
	Stout
	Wide
	Rigid

	Narrow
	Overloaded
	Congested
	Cluttered
	Jammed

	Packed
	Bruised
	Stretched
	Tall
	Erect lean

	Slender
	Supple
	Lithe
	Lively
	Muscular

	Sturdy
	Robust
	Stolid
	Hardy
	Strong

	Healthy
	Frail
	Fragile
	Pale
	Pasty

	Sickly
	Small
	Tiny
	Miniature
	Timid

	Shy
	Tearful
	Nervous
	Frightened
	Terrified

	Hysterical
	Wild
	Bold
	Dramatic
	Tantalizing

	Irresistible
	Exuberant
	Animated
	Perky
	Attractive

	Arrogant
	Flamboyant
	Expensive
	Imposing
	Regal

	Stately
	Elegant
	Statuesque
	Immense
	Huge 

	Massive
	Gigantic
	Showy
	Decorative
	Distinctive

	Dazzling
	Opulent
	Jeweled
	Lacy
	Lavish

	Exotic
	Gorgeous
	Radiant
	Vivid
	Flushed

	Fiery
	Blazing
	Verdant
	Fresh
	Clean

	Scrubbed
	Tidy
	Handsome
	Pleasant
	Sunny 


Questions to Respond to Student Writing
1. Who is “he” or “she” in your story?

2. Can you describe _____ in more detail in your story?
3. What happened then?

4. Why is this important?

5. Tell me more about ________.

6. To what does the word “this” or “that” refer?

7. Tell me about _________.

8. What do you mean by ________?

9. Who else is here?

10. What happened next?

11. Where are you?

12. Why did this happen?

13. I’m not clear about what you mean.
14. What did he say?

15. What’s a different word you might use?

16. What’s a different way of saying it?

17. Where else might you put this word in the sentence?

18. Can you rearrange these phrases and sentences?

19. Can you think of another name for your character?

20. What makes your character act the way he / she does?

21. What did you see, hear, smell, taste or touch?

22. What happened before this?

23. How does this sentence affect your story?

24. Is it real or make-believe?

25. Can you relate it to an adventure you’ve had?

26. How would it feel if it happened to you?

27. Can you tell more?

28. How else might your story end?

29. Does the order make sense?

30. Does your beginning grab the reader’s attention?

31. Is the ending clear and does it come to a logical conclusion?

32. What’s the most important thing you’re trying to say?

33. What words might you use in place of “said”, “nice”, “pretty”, or “and then”?

34. Can you describe the setting in more detail?

35. To what can you compare the setting or character?

36. What color would you use to describe your story?

37. Underline all the first words in your sentences. Is there sentence variety?

38. Does your story grab the reader’s attention?
Ways to Begin a Creative Writing Story

All the following examples are different ways to start the same story.

Typical: All the who, what, when, where, and why information is given up front.


It was a blistering day at the end of June, 2004. My whole family, including my mom, dad, brother and me, were at our camp at Caliente Lake. We’d arrived the night before at 10:00, so it was dark when we got there and unpacked. The next morning when I was eating breakfast, my dad started yelling at the top of his lungs for me from down at the dock – something about a car in the lake.

Action: A character doing something.


I ran down to our dock as fast as my legs could carry me, my feet pounding away on the old wood, hurrying me toward the sound of my dad’s panicked voice.


“Scott!” he hollered again.


“Coming, Dad,” I gasped, and picked up speed.

Dialogue: A character or characters saying something.


“Scott, get down here on the double!” my father hollered.

“Dad?” I hollered back. “Where are you?”


I was sitting at the kitchen table eating breakfast on our first morning camped at Caliente Lake, and from someplace outside, my dad was calling for me.


“Scott, move it! Your not going to believe this!” Dad’s voice urged me. I gulped down my milk, pushed away from the table, and bolted out the door, slamming the broken screen door behind me.

Reaction: A character is thinking about something.


I couldn’t imagine what my father could be hollering about already at 7:00 in the morning. I thought hard and fast about what I might have done to get him so riled up. Had he found out about the candy I’d hidden in my knapsack? Or the way I’d talked to mom the night before, when we got to camp and she’d asked me to unpack the car? Before I could consider a third possibility, my dad’s voice shattered my thoughts.


“Scott, move it! You’re not going to believe this!”

Editing / Revising Checklist

_____  Did I use capital letters correctly?

_____  Did I use punctuation marks correctly?

_____  Did I spell each word correctly?

_____  Did I indent the first word of each paragraph?

_____  Is my handwriting neat and readable?

_____  Did I use adjectives and adverbs to make my writing more interesting?

_____  Have I explained my idea clearly to my reader?

_____  Are there any details I need to add?

_____  Can I join any sentences or parts of sentences?

_____  Can I begin some sentences in different ways?

_____  Does each sentence tell a complete thought?

_____  Does each paragraph have a sentence that tells the main idea?

_____  Do all other sentences in the paragraph support the main idea?
_____  Are my sentences in an order that my reader will understand?

_____  Can I change some words I used too many times?
