Introduction to Sociology
Spring 2012

Sociology 101 section 004 MWF 11:00-11:50 KIVA
General Information

Instructor:  Saundra Trujillo

Office and Office Hours: email for appointment
Email sd4072@unm.edu
Course Description

This course will introduce you to the sociological discipline through basic concepts, theories of sociology and research methods used in sociological research.  As a student, you will become familiar with using sociological ideas to help explain the world around you.  You will be challenged to question your “common sense” or “taken for granted” understandings about society, social institutions and how the social groups that you belong to profoundly influence your life.  We will begin to think critically about the concepts of power, culture, deviance, race/ethnicity, gender, and the larger structural features of social life.  By the end of the semester, students should be able to apply basic sociological concepts to their lives and their understanding of the social world in which we live.
Required Materials
Anderson, Margaret L. & Howard F. Taylor. © 2013. Sociology: The Essentials, 7e. Belmont, CA: Cengage.  There will be some supplementary required readings that will be available on WebCT.  You must have regular access to a computer with internet capabilities.  This course is web enhanced and will use WebCT often:  https://vista.unm.edu/ .
Course Requirements

Much of the material that you will be tested on will be presented during class; however, you are responsible for reading and understanding material in the text and supplementary readings. All material from readings and lecture is fair-game for an exam.  If you want to do well in the course, you will attend and participate in all class sessions.  Extra credit opportunities will be offered during class and if you are not there, you cannot take advantage of the opportunities.  I will not drop students from my class if they choose not to take the exams and choose not to attend.  If you do not take the necessary action of withdrawing from the course, I will give you an F as a final grade.
Cell Phones and Laptops:  Ringing and buzzing phones can be very distracting.  Please turn off your cell phones prior to class.  Laptops are fine for taking notes but please limit your laptop use during class to taking notes.  Be respectful to others by avoiding distracting/disruptive behaviors.  University policy on disruptive classroom demeanor is available online at the Dean of Students website: http://www.unm.edu/~doso/ 
Exams (100 points each): You will have four exams throughout the semester.  Your lowest grade will be dropped. Therefore, no makeup exams will be given.  Everyone is required to take the final exam. Only three exam scores will be counted.  Each exam will count for one-quarter of your grade.  The exams will be multiple choice, essay and short answer.  Be sure that you take good notes during class and that you pay special attention to assigned readings.  ASK QUESTIONS.  If you feel uncomfortable asking a question during class, then make note of your question and email it to me or come talk to me after class.

Paper (100 points):  You will be required to write one response paper.  The paper will count for one-quarter of your grade.  After we have covered the necessary theoretical perspectives and watched the movie that you will respond to, the paper assignment will be given in class and posted on WebCT.  Some general guidelines: the paper should be 3-5 pages in length, typed using 12 point font, 1.5 spaced.  The assignment will have at least 3 discussion topics to guide your response; you will choose one topic to focus on in your paper.  As with many college writing assignments you will be held accountable for using proper citations, correct spelling, punctuation and grammar.
If you have any questions regarding the class that are not covered in the syllabus, please feel free to email me sd4072@unm.edu or make an appointment to talk to me.  Email is the best way to contact me and make appointments.  Please put your last name and Soc101 in the subject line, and always try to have a respectful demeanor in your correspondence.

Academic Honesty
Each student is expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in academic and professional matters. The University reserves the right to take disciplinary action, including dismissal, against any student who is found responsible for academic dishonesty. Any student who has been judged to have engaged in academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in question and/or for the course.

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, dishonesty on quizzes, tests or assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; hindering the academic work of other students; and misrepresenting academic or professional qualifications within or outside the University (The University of New Mexico Catalog 2010-2011; http://catalog.unm.edu//catalogs/2010-2011/student-services-information.html).
Student Support Services

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506.

Course Schedule
This semester we will cover the following material.  While there are no dates that correspond to the topics, all the topics will be covered in the order they appear below (time permitting).  The course is divided up into 4 sections:

I.  Principles of Sociology

· The Sociological Perspective 
· Concepts of Culture                      
· Sociological Research                  
Test 1
II. Individuals and Groups

· Socialization and the Life Course

· Social Roles and Structure

· Groups and Organizations

· Crime and Deviance

Test 2
III. Inequality

· Social Class

· Social Stratification

· Race and Ethnicity

· Gender and Sexuality

Test 3
IV.  Institutions

· Family and Religion

· Education and Health Care

· Politics and the Economy

· Population , the Environment and social change

FINAL EXAM Wednesday, May 9 10:00-12:00
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